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The Accelerating (Disappearing) Audiovisual ~ Cultural
Phenomenon: How does TikTok Bring about an Experience of
Alienation?

Chia-Rong Tsao
Abstract

Instagram is a more image-based social media platform allowing users to visually
present themselves and has also become an arena for couples to declare and display their
romantic relationships. This study explored the effects of viewing Instagram couple photos
shared by others on viewers’ evaluation of their own romantic relationships from a social
comparison perspective. The results of the experiment found that when viewing photos of
couples with better romantic relationships (upward comparison) and higher attractiveness
(high appearance comparison), viewers would have a higher negative interpretation of
their own romantic relationships, thereby reducing perceived quality of their romantic
relationships and subjective well-being. In addition, higher intra-sexual competition
tendency would intensify the effect of upward relationship comparison and high appearance
comparison on negative interpretation of their own romantic relationships. Theoretical and

practical implications on social comparison and intra-sexual competition are discussed.
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Relationship quality, Subjective well-being
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G0 B RS SRR R R e R R b 0 SRR T TREERKEROIR S AORRRE
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IR 5] B B A1 B > 7405 © Bucher (2020: 1703) T3 #1458 Facebook %88 V- &S B
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AR TR AN R R HAR - TR E AL AR o ) st 2 @ IR,
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Jit TikTok RIRIMEE A - 1EA RAVERF B B IEERIMERE A HORAE & > anfFEIERMI1E
HEFRRTEENN > Za LA s e A SR L My s B4R DU I i ) 77 A

B SR 47 (2024) 69-92



MR CHT) MRS Xt : TikTok dIfAIfsR—ER{C&ER ? 87

WA o ¥ TikTok “FE A @ EEREM 7 FESHES - Wl RE BB
AERAE © 5E M1 ZEIN - THEERD o EEMERIK > FRIFMRE DE8 0 24
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